Executive Director 



Ira Glasser 



Tuesday Morning 



My dear friend: 

As the nation celebrates the 100th birthday of the 
Statue of Liberty, I have been thinking about what the 
Statue really stands for. 

Thanks to the generosity of millions of Americans 
— who contributed nearly $250 million to restore the 
Statue — the symbol of liberty stands sparkling in New 
York harbor, renovated and renewed. 

But while the symbol of liberty shines brightly 
again, what about liberty itself? 

The paradox is striking. While the nation rededi- 
cates itself to the symbol of liberty, powerful forces 
led by Attorney General Edwin Meese are hard at work 
undermining what the Statue of Liberty stands for — 
political freedom, religious liberty, equality of 
opportunity. 

Yet, most Americans hardly seem to notice. As 
with past celebrations, after the fireworks are over 
and the flags are put away, most Americans return to 
their daily lives, confident that the symbol is secure. 

But you are one of those rare citizens who knows 
that, while protecting the symbol of liberty is a 
once-in-a-century job, protecting liberty itself is a 
job that must be done every day. And you are well 
aware, too, of Mr. Meese 1 s hostile attitude toward the 
Bill of Rights. 

That is why I have enclosed a Special Midyear 
Report — an ACLU State of the Union — that assesses 
the state of liberty in America today and describes 
what I believe we will face during the next two crit- 
ical years. 



(over, please) 



American Civil Liberties Union 132 West 43rd Street New York, New York 10036 



2 



As you review this Report, please bear in mind 
that the coming months are critical to the future state 
of civil liberties in America. We are now entering the 
homestretch of a struggle against an Administration 
determined to alter, in systematic and fundamental 
ways, those individual freedoms we have all worked so 
hard to defend. 

By maintaining your membership in the ACLU, and 
making extra contributions from time to time, you have 
been critically important in the struggle to protect 
liberty. Many of the victories cited in this Special 
Report simply would not have been possible without your 
help. 



The struggle, however, is not yet over. The 
challenges from within the Reagan Administration are 
real and frightening. They are making a last ditch 
effort to overturn basic principles of liberty. The 
program we must mount to counter their anti-civil 
liberties offensive is the most ambitious we've ever 
undertaken. And we are the only organization posi- 
tioned to do it. 

Yet at the very moment when the challenge to 
liberty is peaking, our resources are shrinking. Con- 
tributions this year are down by more than $100,000 
compared to last year. And at its next meeting, the 
national ACLU Board may have to take action to cut 
several important programs. v 

That is why we need an extra contribution right 
now. We cannot cut back when our enemies are stepping 
up their attacks. 

Please take a few minutes to read the enclosed 
Report, and make as generous a midyear contribution as 
you can. 

Let's celebrate the Statue of Liberty by defending 
what it stands for. 



Sincerely, 




Ira Glasser 
Executive Director 



IG: ss 



Enclosure 



AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
132 West 43rd Street 
New York, New York 10036 



THE STATE OF CIVIL LIBERTIES 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 
A Special Midyear Report 



June, 1986 



In a little more than two years, our nation will begin to celebrate the 200th 
Anniversary of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. The period between now and then 
will prove decisive in determining the degree of liberty and nature of individual freedom 
that we Americans will be able to celebrate. 



Because this period is so critical, we want to share with you our assessment of 
where we stand now — the State of the Union from our point of view, so to speak. We also 
want to outline the specific issues and action agenda we will need to emphasize during 
this period. 

To best understand what we're up against, it is useful to review some recent 
history on the battles we’ve already fought . . . share with you our view of the dangers 
we now face and outline how, with your continued help, we plan to prevail. 



•k * * * * 



The State of Our Uninn 

Five yea ^ s a< ?°* an extremist faction, hostile to civil 
liberties, gained extraordinary political power. Fueled by the 
likes of Jerry Falwell, they displayed a rare and frightening 
determination to make fundamental changes in our legal and 
constitutional system. 

Today, it appears that Falwell and the other preacher/pol- 
lticians have largely been discredited in the eyes of the press 
and the public. But, they achieved two objectives that must 
concern us all. 

First, they set in motion a far reaching anti-civil 
liberties agenda and established a political climate in which 
that agenda could flourish. 

Second — and now most important — they moved quickly and 
efficiently to place avid proponents of their philosophy in key 
positions of influence in the Administration. 

As Anthony Lewis, the respected columnist put it, "The 
lunatic fringe has been absorbed by the state." 

o In the United States Senate, men like Jesse 
Helms, Strom Thurmond and others suddenly 
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occupied major leadership positions on pivotal 
committees . 

o In the Department of Justice, longtime public 
servants devoted to the enforcement of civil 
rights laws were driven out and replaced with 
lawyers relentlessly opposed to the very laws 
they were sworn to enforce. 

o Agencies like the Legal Services Corporation, 
the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 
and the U.S. Civil Rights Commission were 
similarly taken over by people opposed to the 
heart of what these agencies were supposed to 
stand for. 

o And in the White House, men like Edwin Meese, 
who began his career by prosecuting the Free 
Speech Movement at the University of California 
in Berkeley, assumed key policymaking positions. 

These men posed as conservatives, but conserving the Bill 
of Rights was no part of their agenda I 

And although they said they came to restore American tra- 
ditions, they were in fact utterly opposed to traditions like 
the separation of church and state . . . freedom of speech and 
dissent . . . equality before the law . . . and due process of 
law. 



Indeed, they came not to support American traditions, but 
to overthrow them. 



The First Wave of Attacks 



It wasn't long before the attacks began. 

From the White House came an executive order expanding .the 
authority of the CIA to spy on American citizens who were not 
even suspected of criminal activity, but whose political 
beliefs were questionable. 

Next, another executive order was issued imposing lifetime 
censorship on more than 140,000 federal employees and requiring 
them to take lie detector tests as a condition of employment. 
The lie detector tests were intended to determine whether they 
had spoken to the press without authorization. 

At the same time, legislation was proposed to cut back and 
even abolish the Freedom of Information Act. Steps were also 
taken to restrict the right of Americans to travel to "disfa- 
vored" countries and to prohibit foreign citizens, whose views 
the Administration disliked, from accepting invitations to come 
here to speak. 
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As Senator Joseph Biden said at the time: 

"Everything is just closing down." 

But that wasn't all. The political climate created by the 
Administration soon made itself felt in Congress. 

On Capitol Hill, efforts began to repeal key provisions of 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 — the crown jewel of the civil 
rights movement — and to abolish the Legal Services corpora- 
tion, which for the first time had begun to give poor people 
some measure of access to our legal system. 

Constitutional amendments were introduced to prohibit 
abortion and to permit government-sponsored prayer sessions in 
public schools. And more than 40 statutes were proposed to 
restrict the jurisdiction of federal courts to even hear cases 
involving the violation of key constitutional rights. 

It seemed as though President Reagan's personal charm had 
somehow managed to camouflage the sinister agenda of the 
extremists. 

From the Department of Justice came proposals to permit 
the government to jail people for long periods without trial 
to encourage police to conduct illegal searches of 
innocent people . . . and to abolish long-standing rules 
requiring the police to inform people, upon arrest, of their 
right to a lawyer. 

And in the states, 18 legislatures introduced laws requir- 
ing public schools to teach creationism — the Biblical story 
of creation — in science classes as an alternative to the 
theory of evolution. In two states — Arkansas and Louisiana 
— these statutes passed and were signed into law. 

Before long, no constitutional right seemed safe. 

The ACLU's Response 

But against great odds, in a political climate which 
seemed to honor extremism, most of the attacks on the Bill of 
Rights and individual freedom were turned back. 

o The White House was forced, by a storm of pro- 
test mobilized by the ACLU, to withdraw its 
executive order imposing lifetime censorship on 
most federal employees. 

o The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was not only re- 
enacted, but was significantly strengthened, 
thanks to a revitalized coalition led by the 
ACLU and other civil rights groups. 
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( o No significant attempt to erode the Freedom of 
Information Act succeeded. And although the 
budget of the Legal Services Corporation was 
severely slashed, the Corporation itself was 
saved. Later, we were able to persuade Congress 
to restore some of the cuts. 

o All constitutional amendments to restrict the 
right to abortion or permit government-sponsored 
school prayer were defeated. And not one of the 
proposed laws prohibiting or restricting the juris- 
diction of federal courts to hear certain types of 
constitutional cases passed. (One such law, how- 
ever, came within three votes of passing the 
Senate 1 ) . 

o At the state level, the model creationism law 
passed by Arkansas was resoundingly struck down 
after a long and expensive trial handled by the 
ACLU. 

For a while, it seemed as if the worst was over. Some 
people even relaxed. Then Edwin Meese was appointed Attorney 
General. Now, a new, more determined offensive has begun. 

The Threat Ahead 



With only two years left before the next presidential 
election year, the extremists know their time to make fundamen- 
tal changes is running out. As a result, they have single- 
mindedly stepped up their attacks in the hope that the rest of 
us will relax our guard. 

They have stepped up their efforts to get the Supreme 
Court to abolish the right to abortion . In a case pending 
right now, they are asking the Court to allow individual 
states to pass laws prohibiting abortion. 

They have stepped up their efforts to shatter the wall 
separating church and state by continuing to insist, in court 
and in Congress, that the government ought to be able to sup- 
port religion and that the Constitution should be amended to 
permit government-sponsored school prayer. 

They have stepped up their efforts to suppress dissent by 
imposing lie detector tests on thousands of public officials, 
prompting Secretary of State George Shultz to threaten to quit. 
CIA Director William Casey almost daily threatens to prosecute 
The Washington Post . NBC and other news organizations. And the 
Department of State continues to block foreign visitors from 
coming to the United States to speak. 

They have stepped up their efforts to eliminate remedies 
for civil rights violations . In a case now pending before the 
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Supreme Court, they have asked the Court, in effect, to over- 
turn the key section of the Voting Rights Act. And Assistant 
Attorney General William Bradford Reynolds defiantly continues 
to oppose affirmative action remedies. 

They have stepped up their efforts to convince the Supreme 
Court and the American public that state and local governments 
should not be bound by the Bill of Rights. This move, if 
successful, would return us to the days before the Civil War, 
when states' rights were more important than human rights. 

And in a direct attack on the independence of the courts, 
they have instituted a system of ideological litmus tests for 
judicial candidates by appointing only those candidates who, in 
effect, promise in advance to decide constitutional questions 
in conformity with their view. 

The Role of Edwin Meese 

The hand of Edwin Meese is apparent in all these attacks. 
And unlike Jerry Falwell, Attorney General Meese occupies a 
position of substantial legal and political power. To put it 
bluntly, Edwin Meese poses a far greater threat to civil 
liberties than a dozen Falwells ever could. 

A recent editorial in the The Los Angeles Times said: 

"Edwin Meese is a menace to the administration 
of justice and an embarrassment to the idea of 
equal justice under law." 

Perhaps Time magazine put it best in describing why Meese 
is such a threat: 

"With this unique access to the President and 
the broad powers of the Justice Department at 
his disposal, Meese 's agenda could become the 
nation's. " 

The ACLU: Points of Defense 

I am often asked by ACLU supporters: "How do you decide 

what cases to take, what bills to lobby against, what issues to 
emphasize?" 

In answering that question, I first emphasize that in 
times like these, we cannot prevent every erosion of liberty. 

( But , we must prevent those erosions of liberty that are funda- 
mental and that will be very difficult to restore once this 
time has passed . 



; 
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Therefore, we must first anticipate the major points of 
attack by our opposition and focus most of our resources on 
defending basic principles against their onslaught. 

* We must focus on preventing constitutional amend- 
ments that would be especially difficult to repeal 
once passed. 

* We must persuade the Supreme Court not to reverse 
the right to abortion or to permit government spon- 
sorship of religion because once these basic legal 
principles are reversed, it could take a generation 
to re-establish them. 

| * We must resist the government's attempts to 

institutionalize censorship and information 
control. The threatened prosecution of news 
organizations is particularly ominous, because 
all of our rights depend upon a system of free 
speech and open debate. 

* We must focus on preventing the abolition of the 
Legal Services Corporation. Budget cuts can be 
restored, but once an agency is abolished it is 
very difficult to re-establish. 

* We must prevent the repeal, in the courts or by 
Congress, of key sections of the Voting Rights 
Act. And we must prevent the removal of legal 
restraints upon police abuse, which protect us 
against illegal searches, unfair interrogation 
and imprisonment without trial. These rights 
took generations to establish. Once undone, who 
knows if and when they can be restored? 

|[ * Above all . we must maintain the independence 
of the federal court system itself. Without 
that, our ability to protect the Bill of Rights 
will be virtually destroyed. 

Second , we must leverage our influence . We must take 
those cases and lobby those bills that will have the broadest 
possible impact . 

For example, in 1981 we decided to focus our resources on 
an expensive and lengthy effort to strike down the Arkansas 
creationism statute because we knew that similar laws were 
pending in 18 states. If we failed, over a third of the nation 
would have been burdened with such laws. 

The strategy worked. After we made an example of the 
Arkansas statute, only one state — Louisiana — passed such a 
law and the threat receded. We challenged the Louisiana law as 
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well, and the lower federal courts struck that down too. But 
now the U.S. Supreme Court has accepted Louisiana's appeal, and 
we will be arguing that case during the coming year. At stake 
will be the continued separation of church and state. 

Third , we must maintain our dominance as the main source 
of citizen resistance to Meese and his extremist agenda . 

Because any one case can become a vehicle for changing a 
basic legal principle affecting all rights, we must maintain 
our vigilance in the entire area of court cases affecting civil 
liberties. 

And we are doing just that: 

o The ACLU handles more cases challenging 

unconstitutional restrictions on a woman's right 
to reproductive freedom than any other organiza- 
tion in America. 

o The ACLU handles the majority of cases in the 
South challenging racial discrimination in 
voting. 

o The ACLU handles more cases involving the princi- 
ple of separation of church and state than any 
other organization in America. 

o And in our constant commitment to resist censor- 
sorship and protect the rights of free speech and 
a free press, the ACLU stands practically alone. 

In addition to our court cases, the ACLU maintains the 
largest legislative program affecting civil rights and civil 
liberties in Washington, D.C. 

Often, the ability to defeat a repressive bill in Congress 
will save years of litigation in the courts. And on many im- 
portant issues, congressional action is the only way to protect 
our rights. 



Whv You Make A Difference 

The three strategies outlined above have proven effective 
in the defense of liberty over the past five years. 

We believe these strategies will be even more important in 

1986. 



During 1986, we will be pressed very hard by an Attorney 
General and an Administration determined to have its way. That 
is why the ACLU's Board of Directors authorized an ambitious 
1986 budget which focuses on the priorities described above. 
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But this budget requires us to raise nearly $11 million in 
1986 — that's $500,000 more than we raised in 1985. 

That's a tall order, but without significant reserves or 
endowment funds we really have no choice. We can abandon the 
fight against Edwin Meese and his band or we can prepare an 
adequate defense, and hope that those who are committed to 
civil liberties will help us meet the cost. At midyear, income 
is running behind last year and our programs are threatened. 
That is why we need your extra help now . 

This is the homestretch of our struggle to preserve basic 
liberties. By the time this struggle is over, we will be only 
a few weeks away from 1989 — the 200th Anniversary of the 
Constitution. 

Please make it possible for us to continue. Dig a little 
deeper and give a little more. So much depends on it. 



